
The best days of the year are in…

Dhul Hijjah!

DHUL HIJJAH

LEVEL 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hook/Entrance Activity: Students can try to guess the title of the lesson




Learning Objectives

1 To explore what makes Dhul Hijjah such a special and 
sacred month

2 To identify some special acts of worship in Dhul Hijjah 
that everyone can do

3 To explore what makes Dhul Hijjah such a special and sacred 
month

Keywords
• Arafat
• Dhikr
• Takbirat

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ask a students to read out the Learning Objectives and randomly pick a different student to paraphrase each one 
Ask: Are there any words here that we don’t understand?




Learning Outcomes

By the end of the lesson, you will….

•  List what is special about Dhul Hijjah

•  Say and understand the meaning of the takbirat

•  Design an action time-line for Dhul Hijjah



Starter
[A] What are the four sacred 
months  ُهُرُ الحُرُم

ْ
ش

َ
 in the Islamic الأ

Calendar?

Challenge: What do you think is meant by 
sacred month?

Muharram Rajab Safar

Sha’ban Rabi al-
Awwal Ramadan

Rabi al-
Akhir Shawwal Jumadal 

Ula

Dhul 
Qa’dah

Jumadal 
Ukhra Dhul Hijjah

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Answer:

Muharram
Rajab
Dhul al-Qa’dah
Dhul Hijjah



A Season of Mercy

You may already know 
that Dhul Hijjah is the 
month where millions 

of Muslims make a 
very special journey 

to….?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Clue/Link: one of the 5 pillars of Islam



…Hajj!
• What do you already know 

about Hajj?

• Is Dhul Hijjah a special time 
even if you are NOT going on 
Hajj?

• Yes!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To check prior learning ask:
Why do we go on Hajj?
Has anybody been on Hajj before?



Virtues of Dhul Hijjah

فَجْر� 
�
� ﴾١﴿وَٱل

ْ َ�الٍ عَ�ش
�
﴾٢﴿وَل

“By the daybreak, and by 10 Nights” (89:1-2).

The Messenger of Allah  said, 
“There are no better days in the sight of Allah than the 10 days of 

Dhul Ḥijjah”. 
(Ibn Ḥibbān)



Critical 
Question

Q. Does that mean the Days of Dhul Hijjah are 
better than the days of Ramadan?

Answer: The days of the first 10 days of Dhul 
Hijjah are superior to the last 10 days of 
Ramadan. 

However, the nights of Ramadan are superior to 
the nights of Dhul Hijjah. There is a night in 
Ramadan which is superior to all other 
nights...do you know the name of that night?

Answer: Laylat al-Qadr.



Day of Arafah 
(9th Dhul Hijjah)

“There is no day wherein Allah sets free more 
slaves from Hell-fire than the day of ʿArafah. 

Indeed, He draws near, and He then boasts about 
them to the angels and says: ‘What do these 

(slaves of mine) want?’” (Muslim).

This means it’s a very IMPORTANT time of year 
to make dua and do dhikr!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The greatest day of ḥajj: sins are forgiven, souls are released from the Hell-fire, and duʿās are accepted.




Day No. 9 (Day 
of Aʿrafah)

Task: Write a to-do list 
for the day of ‘Arafah
• Keep a fast.

• Takbir of Tashriq once after 
each fard salah, starting 
from Fajr.

• Lots of dhikr; and repeat 
frequently:

 
َ

هَ �
�
ُ إ�َّ إِل � �َ وَحْدەُ اللہ�

َ هُ ْ�كَ �ش
�
هُ ،ل

�
مُ ل

�
كُ ال

�
،ل

هُ 
�
ٰ وَهُوَ ،الحمْدُ ول

�
لِّ عَ�

�
ي ك

َ دِيْرٌ ءٍ �ش
َ
ق

• Duʿa, especially for freedom 
from Hell.

Do you 
remember what 
is the Takbir of 

Tashriq?



10th of Dhul Hijjah – Day of 
Sacrifice and Eid!

The greatest day in the sight of Allah 
Eid Salah
Qurbani
Fun
Yummy food
… and lots of takbir 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Messenger of Allah ﷺ said: “The greatest day in the sight of Allah is the day of Naḥr (10th of Dhul Ḥijjah) and then the day of Qarr (11th of Dhul Ḥijjah).”        
(Abū Dāwūd)




For Non-Pilgrims

Q. What are some Sunnahs of Eid al-Adha?

تقبل الله منا ومنكم

Beautify yourself.
Perform ghusl 

before leaving the 
house for Eid Salah.

Do not keep a fast. Delay breakfast until 
after Eid  Salah.

Pray in an open 
space, outdoors.

All women should 
attend.

Walk to the Eid 
Salah.

Take a different 
route when going 
and coming back 

from Salah.

Say the Eid Takbirat 
Loudly.

Congratulate all 
Muslims, by saying 

the following 
phrase:



Checkpoint - Question

When is the day of Arafah?

1. 27th  of Ramadan
2. First of Dhul Hijjah
3. 9th Dhul Hijjah

Answer: 9th Dhul Hijjah



[A] Task: Spot The Mistake!

Rewrite the sentences below – correcting the mistake in each one.

What is special about Dhul Hijjah?

1) It is one of the 2 sacred months.

2) It contains the 10 special nights. 

3) Some Muslims go for Umrah in Dhul Hijjah.

4) The day of Arafah is on 2nd of Dhul Hijjah.



[A] Task: Spot The Mistake!

Rewrite the sentences below – correcting the mistake in each one.

What is special about Dhul Hijjah?

1) It is one of the 4 sacred months.

2) It contains the 10 special days. 

3) Some Muslims go for Hajj in Dhul Hijjah.

4) The day of Arafah is on 9th of Dhul Hijjah.



Can you?

•  List what is special about Dhul Hijjah

•  Say and understand the meaning of the 
Takbirat

• Design an action time-line for Dhul Hijjah

Learning Outcomes



What does this say?

What does it mean?



Takbirat

o What Does لله أ��ب ا  (Takbir) Mean?

o لله أ��ب ا  means ‘Allah is Greater than…’ By not 
specifying what He is Greater than, we are 
saying that He is Greater than everything. 
Allah is Greater than anything we can imagine, 
and His greatness encompasses all things:

Let’s read the 
Takbirat 5 times 

aloud together as a 
class! 

Task: Finish the sentence:
‘Allah is greater than….’

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All read together




Can you?

•  List what is special about Dhul Hijjah

•  Say and understand the meaning of the 
Takbirat

•  Design an action time-line for Dhul Hijjah

Learning Outcomes



Dhikr

The Messenger of Allah  صلى الله عليه وسلمsaid: “There are no days greater in the 
sight of Allah or in which good deeds are more beloved to Him 
than these 10 days. So recite a great deal of tahlīl, takbīr and 

taḥmīd.” (Aḥmad)

Ramadan Qur’an

Dhul Hijjah Dhikr

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just as the recitation of the Qur’ān is the hallmark of Ramaḍān, dhikr is the hallmark of the blessed days of Dhul Ḥijjah. The Messenger of Allah ﷺ said, “There are no days greater in the sight of Allah, or in which good deeds are more beloved to Him than these 10 days. So recite a great deal of tahlīl (لَا إِلٰهَ إِلَّا اللّٰهُ), takbīr (اَللّٰهُ أَكْبَرُ) and taḥmīd ( اَلْحَمْدُ لِلّٰهِ”) (Aḥmad).



Fasting

“The Messenger of Allah 
 used to fast on the first 

nine days of Dhul Ḥijjah; 
the day of ʿĀshūrā’ and 

three days of each 
month…” (Nasā’ī).



Dhul Hijjah: To Do List

Days 1-8

Day 9 
(Arafah)

Day 10 
(Eid)

Days 11-13 CHALLENGE

Task: Draw 
pictures / write 

down some acts of 
worship you should 

do in Dhul Hijjah

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This can be done as a table or timeline/comic strip

Follow up by picking on a pair to feedback to the class




Dhul Hijjah: 
To Do List

1-8th
• Lots of Dhikr, especially tahlil, takbir and tahmid
• Takbir in the homes, markets and streets.
• Fast as many days as possible. 

9th (Day of 
Arafah)

• Keep a fast.
• Takbir of Tashriq once after each fard salah
• Lots of Dhikr and repeat frequently:

ھُ 
َ
كُ وَل

ْ
ل
ُ ْ
ھُ الم

َ
ھُ ، ل

َ
رِْ�كَ ل

َ
 ش

َ
 اللهُ وَحْدَهُ لا

َّ
ھَ إِلا

ٰ
 إِل

َ
دِيْرٌ لا

َ
يْءٍ ق

َ
لِّ �ى

ُ
� �ٰ

َ
حَمْدُ وَهُوَ عَ�

ْ
 ا�

• Duʿa, especially for freedom from Hell.

10th (Day of Eid)

• Eid salah & the sunnahs of Eid.
• Perform qurbani and share it with others.
• Spread joy 
• Takbir of Tashriq after each fard salah.
• Lots of Dhikr!

11-13th (Days of 
Tashriq)

• Eat, drink and lots of Dhikr!
• Takbir of Tashriq until after ʿAsr of the 13th.



Learning Outcomes

By the end of the lesson, you will….

•  List what is special about Dhul Hijjah

•  Say and understand the meaning of the takbirat

•  Design an action time-line for Dhul Hijjah



Did You Know?



Plenary

Why are the best days of the year in Dhul Hijjah?
Use the following words in your answer:

10 days Arafah Sacred

Forgive Takbir



Are You Ready for the Competition?

Who is going to score 
the most points?
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